Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography management of common bile duct stones in a surgical unit.
Choledocholithiasis, if left untreated, can lead to significant morbidity and mortality. The management of such a problem has progressed tremendously but controversy still exists as to ideal management, laparoscopic exploration or endoscopic retrograde pancreatography with sphincterotomy. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the results of endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) in a surgical unit. We performed a retrospective review on 336 patients who underwent ERCP between 1997-2000. We achieved a successful cannulation rate of 98% and stone clearance rate exceeding 90%. Morbidity has been minimal and there was no mortality in our study. We conclude that ERCP is an effective and safe surgical alternative for the management of choledocholithiasis.